First Niagara Provides Funding for the Isaiah 61 Project
-- Bank will provide financial support for home rehabilitation –

BUFFALO, N.Y., June 24, 2013 – The First Niagara Foundation and the Isaiah 61 Project (a
ministry of Global Outreach Mission, Inc.) are partnering to provide job training and housing
rehabilitation services for residents in the City of Niagara Falls.
The Isaiah 61 Project will target a section of the community that Global Outreach Mission has
identified for redevelopment and revitalization. Job training and education will be provided in
the construction trades for residents who qualify for the program. Those receiving the training
will then work to rehabilitate abandoned homes and turn them into affordable, decent housing.
The First Niagara Foundation is providing a $5,000 grant to fund the program and purchase
building materials.
“First Niagara is committed to revitalizing Western New York’s neighborhoods,” said Buford
Sears, First Niagara Buffalo Market Executive. “We’re working with the Global Outreach
Mission to help meet the needs of families in Niagara Falls – and build toward the future success
of this community.”
Isaiah 61 Project Manager Jim Haid said, “On behalf of the Isaiah 61 Project, I want to thank the
First Niagara Financial Group for their generous financial support toward the mission of our
Project. A passage from Isaiah 61 reads, ‘Rebuilding old ruins, raising up former desolations,
repairing ruined cities, giving beauty for ashes.’ We are reclaiming our city one home, one
family, one person at a time. We thank First Niagara for their on-going support of our
community and those who call it home. It is only when an ENTIRE community comes together
that we all achieve and succeed.”
The Global Outreach Mission, Inc. says the Isaiah 61 Project is designed to respond to and
provide for the needs of low-income households in the City of Niagara Falls, as those needs
arise.

About The First Niagara Foundation

First Niagara Foundation is a not for profit corporation founded in 1998. The Foundation is
committed to supporting organizations in the communities in which we live and work with
specific focus on youth and education, community development and neighborhood revitalization.
In 2012 the Foundation contributed more than $10 million in charitable grants to community
partners. For more information, visit www.firstniagara.com/community.

About First Niagara
First Niagara, through its wholly owned subsidiary, First Niagara Bank, N.A., is a multi-state
community-oriented bank with approximately 430 branches, approximately $37 billion in assets,
$28 billion in deposits, and approximately 6,000 employees providing financial services to
individuals, families and businesses across Upstate New York, Pennsylvania, Connecticut and
Massachusetts. For more information, visit www.firstniagara.com.For more information, visit
www.firstniagara.com.

--30-First Niagara Contact
News Media:

Jodi Johnston
Director, Corporate Media Relations
(716) 270-8612
Jodi.johnston@fnfg.com

